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     Most of you reading this newsletter know Bro. Mike Marecle as the 

Founder and President of Hope Family Ministries.  He was born in 

Booneville, but raised in Colbert County, Alabamañnear Tuscumbia.  

He graduated from Colbert Heights High School in 1972.  Bro. Mike is a 

graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Luther Rice 

Bible College and Andersonville Theological Seminary.  He holds a Doc-

torate in Pastoral Counseling with many years of experience in both 

Biblical Counseling and evangelism and is a Licensed Ordained Southern 

Baptist Minister.  He is a Certified Biblical Counselor with the Interna-

tional Association of Biblical Counselors.  

    Bro. Mike will have been married to Rosemary 30 years on May 16th.  Rosemary teaches 2nd 

grade Sunday School and is a nursing instructor at the òWó.  They are members of Calvary Bap-

tist Church in Tupelo.  Their son Matt, with wife, Natalie, and grandchildren Allie and Nathaneal 

live in Booneville, MS.  Matt is pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Booneville, and Natalie is a pre-

school director.  Allie, the sweetest girl in the whole wide world, is in kindergarten and Na-

thaneal, Popõs big buddy, is in pre-school.  

     Bro. Mike and Rosemary love to take the family, go to Orange Beach and hang out together.  

If you know Bro. Mike very well, you know that spare time is really a relative term, but he says 

that when he does enjoy some òspare timeó, he tries to sort out and make sense of what God is 

doing in and through his life.  He specifies, however, that this is when he is not hanging out with 

his grandchildren and family.   

Bro. Mikeõs favorite scriptures are Psalm 119:105 and John 14:27 

HFM Staff and Board Plan for the 

Future  
     The Board and staff of Hope Family Minis-
tries gathered on Saturday, January 23 for a 
Strategic Planning Retreat.  Board and staff 
began praying for this process back in the fall 
of 2009.  Jan Eastman, Director of Develop-
ment for the CREATE Foundation, led atten-
dees through a full day of activities to set goals 
and objectives to further the mission of Hope 
Family Ministries.   

     Participants identified strategies involving organizational development, resource de-
velopment, staff development, and program development.  Working groups are in place 
now to develop action steps for each of the 
strategies. 
     One very specific action that came out of the 
meeting was a board decision to establish a re-
serve fund through the CREATE  Foundation.  
The goal is to raise three months operating ex-
penses to place in this fund by the end of the 
third quarter, 2010.  Bro. Mike Marecle com-
mented, ñGod is using the people, wisdom and 
tools of CREATE, both in answer to prayer for 

P A G E  1  
A Message from Bro. Mike  

          These are exciting days!  God continues to answer prayer by chang-

ing lives and increasing both our capacity to help those in need and demand 

for service we provide.  Our Board of Directors and Staff are meeting to 

learn, set goals, accept specific areas of responsibility and grow as a team.  
Our growth brings new opportunities for volunteers to partner with us, 

such as: 

Prayer Request Communicator:  seek specific prayer support through        

various sources. 

Media Resources:  manage web site, audio or video recording, editing 

and duplication. 

Resources for clients:  sort, punch and bind workbooks, etc. 

Resources for support team:  fold, label and sort monthly Newsletter 

for mailing. 

Networking:  explore and secure opportunities to share about Hope 

Family Ministries. 

     Hope Family Ministries 2nd Annual Charity Golf Classic (May 28, 2010) 

   *Sponsor:  seek those desiring to utilize opportunity to advertise and 

     help those in need. 

             *Golfer:  put together a team from your friends, church, business, 

      customers, etc. 

             *Help with preparation and/or work the tournament. 

     Beyond awesome is what it will be when we finally know fully how God has worked in 

us and through us to touch lives and bring glory to Himself.  May we be faithful in prayer, 

obedience and sacrificial service to our risen Savior, Jesus! 

His,  Bro. Mike 

The Fruits of your Prayers and Giftsé. 
January, 2010 

Counseling hours:      245  Individuals counseled:     135 

Marriages counseled:         61  Workshop attendance:         0 

Prayers of surrender:      30  Prayers of rededication:      37 

Singles counseled:      43  Single parents counseled:      28 

Parents counseled:       61  Total counseled:     156   

 

 

Since May 1995: 

  1,524  people have prayed to be born again.  

  3,608  believers have prayed in rededicating both life and situations to God.  

26,990  hours of Biblical Counseling have been provided.  

  9,477  people have been helped through counseling.  

  3,819  people have been helped through workshops.  

 

 

Expenses in 2010:  $  30,282.47 

Income in 2010:   $  11,478.40 

    $ -18,804.07 

 

  



Prayer Requests: 
 

 
Board of Directors:  families and 

decisions 

Prayer and financial partners 

Souls and marriages to be saved 
Staff members:  marriages and 

family 

Revival in our nation 

All touched by the storms of life 

Honor and Memorial Gifts 

Please Print  

Enclosed is a contribution of $_________________ to Hope Family Ministries 

[ ] In memory of ____________________________________________________________ 

[ ] In honor of ______________________________________________________________ 

[ ] Commemorating___________________________________________________________ 

Name of person(s) making contribution:____________________________________________ 

Send acknowledgement to: _____________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 % ============================================================================================= 

Your gift may honor a loved one, celebrate the birth of a child, memorialize a death 

or simply show your appreciation to someone.  A gift that will continue to make a 

difference for years to come, your contribution to Hope Family Ministries is tax-deductible, and will be prop-

erly acknowledged.   

To make a contribution, fill out this form and mail it with your check to Hope Family Ministries. 

2754 Mattox Street * Tupelo, MS  38801      

The following honorariums/ memorials were received during January 2010  

In Memory   
AUBREY OõNEAL CLEMENT 

Kim Chrestman Family 

 

RUTH HENRY 

Tim and Carolyn Roye 

 

SHANE HICKS 

Tim and Carolyn Roye 

 

MAXINE McDANIEL PATTERSON 

Johnnie Mae Black 

 

JAMES STANFORD 

Johnnie Mae Black 

In Honor 
DR. DAVID AND DANIELLE ELDRIDGE 

Shane Harrington 

 

ELIZABETH HAMM 

Deborah Stone and Mary Carol Miller 

 

JACKIE INGLE 

Alan and Yvonne Merritt 

 

GAETAN AND LINDA LEBEL 

Dr. Charlie Lebel 

 

REEANN LEE 

Deborah Stone and Mary Carol Miller 

 

CAROL LEWIS 

Alan and Yvonne Merritt 

 

SUSAN LING 

Alan and Yvonne Merritt 

Friday, May 28th  
Natchez Trace  

Golf Club  
Tupelo, MS  

 

 
  2nd Annual Charity  

Golf  
            Classic  

 

Save the Date! 

Hope for the Moment . . .  
       LOVE:         

What lens are you looking through to love others?  
The lost/secular (world) defines love through its lens quite differently than God. 
The voice of the world and its lens distorts Godôs love. Just listen: 
ñI love you but I am not in love with you.ò ñI love the way he/she makes me feel.ò 
ñThe chemistry (feeling) is not there.ò ñI just fell out of love.ò 
Do those voices sound familiar? The worldôs lens of love is: 

Mostly self-seeking; focus is on getting and receivingénot giving. 
Based on a feeling; trusts in deceiving emotions; seen mainly as romance. 
It wants, needs, desires, has to have, and lusts for more. Role model is Satan. 

 
Godôs lens is opposite:  1 Cor. 13: 4-7 Godôs love lens: patient, kind, not jealous or boastful or proud or rude, not de-
manding its own way, not irritable, ...etc. 

1. So Godôs love SERVES, focuses on giving not getting, is motivated by the love that has been given: forgiveness 
and salvation through Jesus Christ. (Rom. 5:8; Jn. 15:12). That lens desires and chooses to please God; thus giving 
without receiving. 

2. It is a choice, not a feeling. ñDo you feel patient? No, you chose to be patient.ò 

3. Seen mainly as an act of worship; goes from I want, I need,...etc. to I SERVE. 

When tested in Scripture the role model and Lord is Jesus Christ. 
 
So how is your eyesight? Some tips for seeing clearer with new eyes or a new lens: 

1. Renew your mind (Rom. 12:2). Quit allowing music, movies, self help books, talk shows, internet, and other influ-

ences to define love for you. Start living out 1 Cor. 13. 
2.  Decide to SERVE others as an act of worship to please the Father, denying self and taking up your cross and fol-
lowing Christ (Matt. 16:24). That is Christ-likeness. See through Godôs lens of love and enjoy the fruits of the Spirit. 

Relationships will improve. Christ-like love reciprocates love from others. God blesses obedient Christ-like Love.  

So, whose lens will you love through?      
Bro. William Hurst 
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