
 

 
 

May God richly bless you 
during this  

Christmas season  
and the coming New Year!    

 
We are so thankful for 

your prayers and support.  
 
 

The Staff  
and Board of Directors  

Back L to R:  KC Grist, Tammy Johnson, Carolyn Roye 

Front L to R:  Bro. William Hurst, Bro. Kevin Wallace, Bro. Mike Marecle 

     I would like to thank Hope Family Ministries and specifically William (Opie) Hurst, for your help in the 

lives of my wife and me.  In THE most difficult time of our lives, God used you as an instrument to display 

His grace and mercy.  His special blessing upon your lives by allowing you the ability to understand, care and 

minister to the lives of others became Godõs blessing to us when all hope seemed gone. 

     Although a Christian my entire adult life, sin found a crack in my armor and took over until I was 

blinded.  I found myself each night curled up in the corner of my closet, weeping and feeling like all hope in 

my life had disappeared.  I was blinded to the love of my Savior, my wife, my family, and myself.  However, 

God had a plan for my life and wanted me to again experience His matchless grace.  It was an extremely 

long process and one that still seemed hopeless many months into it.  But I will always remember the morn-

ing when, for the first time, I saw the smallest glimmer of hope. Through Godõs Word, ceaseless prayer, and 

God-inspired counseling which directed and refocused the both of us on His redemption and promises, that 

beautiful hope continued to grow.   

     Our lives have seen many changes in the past year as we yielded to Godõs plan for our future.  The 

changes and growth havenõt always been easy.   As in all sin, there are consequences to pay.  But Godõs love 

and compassion is far greater and no price can be put on hope.   

     I canõt and will never be able to say enough thanks to Opie and HFM for allowing God to use you in a 

mighty, powerful, and perfect way in our lives.  Please be encouraged in your work and know that God is 

using you to change the lives of those with whom you come in contact.  Thank you for focusing on God and 

committing EVERYTHING to prayer.  Prayer does work and is real.  May Godõs continued blessing be upon 

your ministry.  There is a hurting world out there blinded by sin.  May what you do become contagious and 

open the eyes of all Christians out there.  It has done that for me. 

In Him,  

Kevin Wolfe (Isaiah 40:27-31) 
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Helping one 
person at a time, 
therefore  
helping families 
for generations to 
come. 

Evangelical Council  

for Financial Accountability 

P A G E  1  A Message from Bro. Mike  
     Each step of faith includes the discovery of God having gone before to 

prepare the way and the reminder of the seasons of Godõs plan for our 

lives. 

     One of those occurred in 1995, in the office of Dr. Charles (Buddy) 

Wikle, shortly after this ministry began.  My son was there by appointment, 

but little did I know that I was there by divine appointment.  Dr. Buddy ex-

tended grace that day to us, without our even asking.  Soon after that I was 

invited to join an accountability small group.  My first time to meet with 

them, I learned that Dr. Buddy was in the group.  In July, 2000, Dr. Buddy 

became one of our Board members.  Youõll find him in the pictures break-

ing ground on our facility, the dedication service and when we burned the 

mortgage note.  He has been sacrificially faithful while serving on the Board, 

in our friendship and as a brother in Christ.  As the season of his service on the Board 

closes, we are thankful for him and this time of service together. 

     Another of those occurred at a Tupelo Lions Club meeting, in June 2000.  Mr. James 

Ed Mattox was in attendance, when I shared testimony, as a last minute substitute 

speaker.  Our ministry team was in a 60-day season of prayer, seeking Godõs will, both  

in growth and direction.  That afternoon I received a call informing me that Mr. Mattox 

wanted to talk to me.  When I called him, he said òBro. Mike, the Holy Spirit spoke to 

me while you were sharing about Hope Family Ministries.  I am supposed to give you 

some property.ó  When we met the next day it was as if we had known each other a 

long time.  Soon God made it clear we were to accept the property and build a facility.  

Always eager to pray, encourage and offer support, he began serving on our Board July 

1, 2002.  As the season of his service on the Board closes, again, we are thankful for him 

and this time of service together.   

     Yet another is Mark Smith of Columbus, Mississippi.  We rejoice that Mark is begin-

ning his tenure of service with our Board of Directors. 

     As this year quickly draws to a close, please know the Board of Directors, Staff and 

clients recognize and appreciate the role you, as ministry team partners, fulfill as you 

pray for and support this ministry!  We continue, òHelping one person at a time, there-

fore helping families for generations to come.ó  May Godõs peace and grace be yours 

during these days! 

His,  

Bro. Mike 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests: 
Board of Directors:  families and decisions 

Prayer and financial partners 

Souls and marriages to be saved 

Staff members:  marriages and family 



In this holiday season, a few reflections from along the way:  
 
1. It is important that we monitor our expectations relating to time spent with others.  What can I 

give, what should I give, what will I receive?  Those are real questions.  With unrealistic expecta-

tions we can be set up for unnecessary disappointment and hurt.  Ask God to help you remember 

the blessings and provisions of your relationship with Him.  Ask Him to help you limit exposure 

when extended exposure leads to destruction.  Remember God is meeting our needs moment by 

moment and we are secure in Him. 

     òAnd my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.ó (Phil. 4:19) 

     òFor I am convinced that neither death or life, neither angels or demons, neither the present nor the fu     

     ture, nor any powers, neither height or depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us     

     from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.ó (Romans 8:38-39) 

2. Practice integrity with yourself.  If there is a problem with someone, scheduling conflict or finan-

cial strain - accept it.  Ask God for wisdom and let having a clear conscience, with His answer, be 

enough.  Without blaming others or sinning in self-pity, remember, nothing is gained by our pre-

tending.  

     òBlessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit     

     in the seat of mockers.ó    (Ps. 1:1) 

     òTherefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all mem- 

     bers of one body.ó   (Eph. 4:25) 

3. Choose to postpone the processing of reactions to what is said or not said, done or not done.  

With the help of the Holy Spirit, we donõt have to be controlled by our emotions, the words and 

attitude of others or circumstances. 

     òDo not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others  

     up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,  

     with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling   

     and slander, along with every form of malice.  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each  

     other, just as in Christ God forgave you. ò (Eph. 4:29-31) 

 

Even in monitoring expectations, practicing integrity and postponing reactions, living in a fallen world 

is tough and painful at times.  The good news is that because of Godõs provisions of love, grace and 

truth, we can choose to please God and to celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ! 

Hope for the Moment . . .  

Honor and Memorial Gifts 
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January�³ November 2009:  

Counseling hours:    2507  Individuals counseled:   805 

Marriages counseled:       381  Workshop attendance:     51 

Prayers of surrender:      42 

Prayers of rededication:    267 

 

During November : 

Singles counseled:      30  Single parents counseled:     21 

Parents counseled:     115  Marriages counseled:     81 

Total counseled:     167  Counseling hours:    231 

 

Since May 1995: 

  1,492  people have prayed to be born again.  

  3,540  believers have prayed in rededicating both life and situations to God.  

26,525  hours of Biblical Counseling have been provided.  

  9,558  people have been helped through counseling.  

  3,819  people have been helped through workshops.  

 

 

Expenses to date:   $260,628 

Income to date:   $225,714 

     -$34,914 

 

Your gift may honor a loved one, celebrate the birth of a child, memorialize a death 

or simply show your appreciation to someone.  A gift that will continue to make a 

difference for years to come, your contribution to Hope Family Ministries is tax-deductible, and will be 

properly acknowledged.   

To make a contribution, fill out this form and mail it with your check to Hope Family Ministries. 

2754 Mattox Street * Tupelo, MS  38801      

Please Print  

Enclosed is a contribution of $_________________ to Hope Family Ministries 

[ ] In memory of ___________________________________________________________ 

[ ] In honor of _____________________________________________________________ 

[ ] Commemorating_________________________________________________________ 

Name on acknowledgement:__________________________________________________ 

Send acknowledgement to: ___________________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
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